*The original
version of this
piece was written in
response to an article by a
former priest published in the
July, 2003 edition of the Muslim
Observer.

An Unlikely Challenger

| was born to Muslim parents who were
dedicated to teaching their children to be
proud of their Arabic and Islamic heritage. As
a result, | immersed myself in the study of Islam
from my early teen years to my late twenties.

| became quite knowledgeable and devout,
eventually becoming the one to whom friends
and family came with questions concerning
Islamic law, theology, history, and philosophy.

One day while reading my Qur’an, | came across
a very familiar passage in Al-Maidah 5:46-47. |
had read this passage dozens of times before. But
the plain meaning of the passage struck me this time.
By using the present tense in referring to the Gospel,
this passage clearly taught that the true Gospel

was in existence in Muhammad’s time. Otherwise,
the admonition for the People of the Book to “judge
according to what was revealed” in the Gospel would
be meaningless. Perplexed, | looked at other Qur’anic
verses and found that they confirmed the same thing

(e.g. Al-Maidah, v. 43-44; 47, 68). This compelled
me to investigate the Bible. In my research | found
that the overwhelming evidence proves that the Torah

and Gospel we have today are the same as those in
existence during Muhammad’s time and before. Thus,
it was my duty as a Muslim to read these books openly
and find out the truths that lay within.

In the Bible, the doctrine of original sin was particularly
objectionable to me. | used to understand it this way:

(1) that God condemns His creatures for the sins

of others in the past; (2) that God offers no merit to
His creatures for choosing good over evil. To me it
seemed unjust for God to punish men and women

for the sins of Adam and Eve. But | was missing the
whole point. Then | learned that sin is rebellion against
God and is inherent in all human beings since the time
of Adam and Eve. They were created pure and lived in
perfect peace with God, enjoying his presence daily.
But they ate the forbidden fruit and violated God’s law.
That act was a serious offense to God, and His holiness
and justice required them to be permanently banished.
For the first time they experienced fear, shame and
guilt which corrupted their souls and condemned them
before God. It was this corruption that was passed on to
all generations since then.

Now human nature, all civilizations and the world have
become corrupted—polluted with death, sickness,
and evil. It’s a spiritual disease with which we are all
infected, the result of human rebellion against God.
We all have sinned. Which one of us would not
feel incredible shame if our secret thoughts,
words and deeds were shown on a
movie screen for all of our

friends
to see? Thus we all
deserve judgment,
not for someone else’s
sins but for our own. We make many
similar choices now. Because our souls
have been corrupted, we are incapable of
always choosing good over evil—because we
really don’t want to. People love and enjoy sin.
This is what is called the inclination toward sin.

Thus every person condemns himself. We
deserve the eternal punishment that comes
from God’s perfect standards of justice: Hell,
not Heaven. Otherwise God would cease to
be Holy and righteous. Our efforts count

for nothing. If God lowered his unchanging
standards to allow sinful men and women into
His kingdom just because they tried hard, he would
no longer be Almighty God. He would be lowered
to human standards. This cannot be. God is both just
and merciful, but not arbitrary. To believe that God
can overlook a person’s sins because he or she has
tried hard to do good works (which he is obligated

to do anyway) is to compromise God’s perfect justice
for the sake of mercy. It would mean that God can
overlook sin if He chooses to. This logically implies
that God could also choose to overlook good works

if He chooses to. But that is the very definition of
arbitrary. Thus it would be impossible to know what
God expects of us. Through the message of the gospel
we can know that God demands our perfection and
righteousness, and that we can never achieve these by
our own merits.

Therefore, God must save people from themselves and
purify them to become perfectly sinless. How? He did
this through the spiritual transaction that occurred
when Jesus was crucified and resurrected. Through
the Messiah’s voluntary death on the cross, God
satisfied His perfectly holy nature by punishing sin, and
demonstrated His mercy by suffering the punishment
in our place. Therefore, God takes on a human nature,
to livera perfectly righteous human life, to take the
punishment we deserve, and then offer to us His
righteous perfection so.that.we can be reconciled to
God.

My faith, journey has'led me to the,crucified and ‘risen
Messiah. All my life God was guiding me, prodding me,
leading me to explore the truth about Him. It is my
prayer that this humble response, this testimony of a
changed life, will spark in you a desire to explore the
possibility that God loves you so infinitely that He came
to earth to take the punishment you deserve, to save
you from yourself as He saved me from myself.. Above all,
| encourage you to'embracerthis truth about God - no
matter the cost.
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